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FAMILY FARE; Where Fowl Is Fair

Unlike most Americans, turkeys won’t have much to celebrate next week. Except, perhaps, at the Queens Zoo, where 
they can count on gobbling rather than being gobbled.

They will do plenty of that tomorrow and Sunday during the zoo’s Talkin’ Turkey Weekend, when the wild variety of the 
bird will be considerably more feathered and, uh, lively than its domestic compatriot at this time of year. Children can 
even hear demonstrations of a turkey call ‘’and maybe give it a try themselves,’’ said Diana Heide, a zoo spokeswoman, 
who described the sound as ‘’more like a kazoo than a hooting.’’

At noon, families can tour the zoo’s aviary, where they will see not only turkeys but also turkey vultures, red-tail hawks, 
cattle egrets, barn owls and other winged species. The aviary will have a turkey table (for education, not eating), where 
families can examine and learn about turkey eggs, feathers and skulls. The feathers, for instance, have colors to provide 
camouflage and ‘’make the tom turkey look attractive to, say, Tanya turkey,’’ Ms. Heide said.

The only carving allowed will be cutting the bird’s shape out of construction paper. Children will prepare the pattern 
using a method that seems as old as Thanksgiving itself: tracing their hands. They will then decorate this ‘’tried and true 
turkey,’’ Ms. Heide said, with feathers and crayons. Older children can make turkey cards with messages about what 
they’re thankful for; the cards will be posted around the zoo.

At noon and 3 p.m. youngsters can also hear stories about turkeys and Thanksgiving. The theme, Ms. Heide added, ‘’is 
thanking Mother Earth.’’

Talkin’ Turkey Weekend, tomorrow and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Queens Zoo, 53-51 111th Street, Flushing 
Meadows-Corona Park, (718) 271-1500. Free with admission: $2.50; ages 65+, $1.25; ages 3 to 12, 50 cents; under 3, 
free.

Virtually Real

Although digital art often looks amazingly tangible, no one has yet invented a computer that will send it bursting out of 
the screen into everyday reality. A certain printer, however, does something similar.

The 3D Systems printer, which uses a molding material instead of paper, will translate digital designs into actual objects. 
It is at the heart of two projects in ‘’Beta Launch: Artists in Residence ‘02,’’ a show in Chelsea sponsored by Eyebeam, 
an organization devoted to the fusion of art and technology. Tomorrow Eyebeam will offer ‘’Kid’s Eye View,’’ inviting 
families to view the exhibits, meet two artists and have their own adventures in the exciting zone where the virtual 
meets the real.

‘’We’ll probably use a program called 3D Studio Max to show what this software is like,’’ said Liz Slagus, Eyebeam’s 
director of school, youth and family programs.

Yael Kanarek will explain ‘’moodRingBaby,’’ an outgrowth of her online storybook, ‘’World of Awe,’’ at worldofawe.com. A 
technological toy that befriends the narrative’s main character, moodRingBaby has become flesh and blood, so to speak, 
with the help of the printer and Bnode, an architectural firm.

John Klima will discuss ‘’Discrete Terrain,’’ a series of landscape models onto which he has projected satellite photos of 
the earth. Representations of various real locations, they, too, were created on the printer.

Although groups of children will make 3-D designs, they won’t see them realized because of the length of the process. 
But they will be able to manipulate some of the artists’ models. ‘’Yael will have kids work on some of the rings she has 
done,’’ Ms. Slagus said. ‘’They may be able to take home a ring.’’ They will surely take home a greater appreciation of the 
artistic side of technology.

Kid’s Eye View, tomorrow from noon to 2 p.m. at Eyebeam, 540 West 21st Street, Chelsea. For ages 8 and up. Free. 
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Reservations advised: (718) 222-3982, Extension 24.

Not a Bird, Not a Plane

Superman, able to leap tall buildings in a single bound, will leap tomorrow onto a place he hasn’t been in some time: the 
big screen.

These won’t be the 1970’s and 80’s films starring Christopher Reeve or the 50’s ones with George Reeves, but the 
original Superman cartoons of the 1940’s. Created by the brothers Max and Dave Fleischer, who based them on the 
Superman comics, they will be the centerpiece of ‘’Retro Superman’’ at the Leonard Nimoy Thalia Theater. The program 
is the latest in Film Factory, Symphony Space’s family cinema series.

‘’You can get the Superman cartoons on video,’’ said Laurie Cearley, the series curator, ‘’but in the commercial world, you 
never see them. And they’re never on television. This gives you a chance to see them as they were meant to be seen.’’

The Fleischer cartoons, she added, have a layered effect not evident in Disney. ‘’There’s more the illusion of the animated 
character inhabiting a real world,’’ she said. Lois Lane is still strikingly independent, and ‘’Superman has that kind of dorky 
wonder about him as Clark Kent,’’ she explained, but he’s a less complicated, more straightforward hero here. As for 
villains, he had to look no further than world affairs. ‘’He was up against the Nazis,’’ Ms. Cearley said.

Superman is so popular that Symphony Space is screening the program twice. After the first showing only, the New 
York City Comic Book Museum will hold a Superman trivia contest with prizes. So be sure to bone up on Krypton and 
Metropolis.

‘’Retro Superman,’’ tomorrow at 2 and 4:30 p.m. at the Leonard Nimoy Thalia at Symphony Space, 2537 Broadway, at 
95th Street, (212) 864-5400. Tickets: $10; members, $5.


