MICHAEL NAJJAR

b. 1966, Landau, Germany
Lives and works in Berlin

BIOGRAPHY

One of the central themes of Michael Najjar’s art is the telematic society. Focusing on key
components of a society driven and controlled by computer and information technology, his works
reflect contemporary developments and create visions and utopias of future social structures
emerging from the impact of new technologies. Projections of the future render old modes of
perception obsolete and allow novel ways of seeing.

The fusion of realistic elements with fictitious realities is a recurrent hallmark of his photographic
productions and video work, which are composed in thematically focused series. Simulation and
hyper-reality are the foundations of Najjar’s art as he utilizes digital and computer-generated
visual elements to fuse and create new forms of imagery. In a time of exponential acceleration
and transformation, his work as a media artist attempts to sound out the possibilities inherent
within the boundaries of the real.

Michael Najjar's work was part of the 2006 Venice Biennale's 10th International Architecture
Exhibition, and was included in the 9" Havana Biennale. He participated in the “Future Face”
exhibition organized in 2005 by the Science Museum in London that traveled to the National
Museum of Science in Taiwan. Harald Szeemann exhibited his work in 2004 in "the beauty of
failure / the failure of beauty” at the Joan Miré Foundation in Barcelona.

He has also exhibited at the Museum Ludwig in Cologne; Kunsthalle Hamburg; Federal Foreign
Office of Germany in Berlin; The Museum for Art and Design in Hamburg; Sony Center in Berlin;
Edith Russ Site for Media Art, Oldenburg; Wilhelm-Hack Museum, Ludwigshafen; Willy-Brandt-
House in Berlin; Goethe Institute, New York; Lehman College Gallery, New York; the Museum
Trapholt, Denmark; FORMA International Centre for Photography in Milan; Noorderlicht
Photofestival in The Netherlands, Museo DA2 (Domus Artium 2002), Salamanca; PhotoEspafa in
Madrid, Galeria Juan Silio, Santander; Convergence Biennale Beijing. His work is also shown
frequently at international art fairs in New York, Miami, London, and Madrid.

Michael Najjar recently had a large retrospective on view at the Museum for Photography and the
Museum for Contemporary Art in The Hague, curated by Wim van Sinderen.

Michael Najjar’s work is collected by the Ludwig Museum, Cologne; the International House of
Photography, Hamburg; the Museum for Kunst and Gewerbe, Hamburg; Willy-Brandt Haus,
Berlin; Sony Collection, Cologne; Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington D.C.; Sprint; Coff
Foundation, Spain; Teutloff Collection, Germany; Museum DA2 in Salamanca; Museum CAC in
Malaga; Lord Norman Foster Collection, Madrid; and many celebrated private collectors.
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EDUCATION

1993

M.F.A. Media Art, Bildo Academy, Berlin, Germany

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2010

2009

2008

2007
2006

2005
2004
2003
2002

2001

2000

1999
1998

1997

1994

high altitude, Galerie Guy Bartschi, Geneva, Switzerland

bionic angel, Dvorak Sec Contemporary, Prague, Czech Republic

high altitude, Galerie Claire Fontaine, Luxembourg

high altitude, Studio La Citta, Verona, lItaly

high altitude, bitforms gallery, New York

Galeria Juan Silio, Santander, Spain

Augmented Realities - Michael Najjar / Works 1997-2008. The Hague Museum of Photography
and the Gem Museum of Contemporary Art, The Hague

Netropolis. Galerie im Einstein, Berlin

Japanese Style. Rudolf Sharpf Gallery, Mannheim, Germany

Bionic Angel. bitforms gallery, New York

Netropolis, Galerie Guy Bartschi, Geneva, Switzerland

Galeria de Arte Ferando Silio, Santander

Japanese Style, Federal Foreign Office of Germany, Berlin

Netropolis, bitforms gallery, New York

Information and Apocalypse, Goethe-Institut, New York

Z One Zero - Between Simulation and Hyperreality, Galerie Im Willy-Brandt-Haus, Berlin

No Memory Access, Kunsthalle Hamburg, Galerie der Gegenwart, Germany

Japanese Style, Sonycenter Berlin, with teutloff kultur + medienprojekte

Splitimages - trip through reality, Galerie Zagreus Projekt, Berlin

No Memory Access, Sony Germany, Berlin

Splitimages - trip through reality, Galerie Cato Jans, Hamburg

Nexus Project Part |, Galerie Cato Jans, Hamburg

Nexus Project Part I, Kodak, Photokina, KéIn

Reise In Den Zwischenraum. Galerie Raab, Hamburg

iViva Fidel! - Reise in die Absurditdt, Museum f. Kunst und Gewerbe, Hamburg

Die Reise Im Kreis, Projectspace Oberbaum City, Berlin

iViva Fidel! - Eine Reise In Die Absurditét, Galerie Im Cafe Einstein, Berlin

iViva Fidel! - Eine Reise In Die Absurditat, Galerie Alter Wiehrebahnhof, Freiburg, Germany

Annéherung, European League of Institutes of Arts, Berlin

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2010

2009

Auf Leben und Tod, Wallraff-Richartz-Museum, Cologne, Germany

Encontros da Imagem, Braga. Portugal

Estancios, Residencias, Presencias, TEA — Tenerife Espacia de las Artes, Tenerife,
Spain

Apocalipsis, CAC Malaga, Spain

For Real — 30 Utopian Projects in Public Space, Maastricht, the Netherlands

Meta.Morf 2010 — New.Brave.World! Biennial for Art and Technology, Trondheim,
Norway

20 Ans Déja! Galerie Guy Bartschi, Geneva, Switzerland

Trouble With Love, Dvorak Sec Contemporary, Prague, Czech Republic

Ein Hauch von Eden, Galerie Samuelis Baumgarte, Bielfeld, Germany

Act, Atelier Dartois, Bordeaux, France

Tiempo Suspendido, DA2, Domus Atrium 2002, Salamanca, Spain

Fluid Architectures, New Media Art Institute, Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Vision — Aussicht aufs Leben, Darmstadter Tage der Fotografie, Darmstadt, Germany
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2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000
1999

1998

1997
1993

inSPRACJE International Festival of Contemporary Art, Szczecin, Poland

Landscape as a Dream, Studio la Citta, Verona, Italy

Map Games, International Center of Contemporary Art, Terni, Italy

Trouble in Paradise, Tucson Museum of Art, Tucson

Glow Festival 2009 — International Forum of Light in Art and Architecture, Eindhoven,
the Netherlands

Jahresgaben, Leopold Hosch Museum, Duren, Germany

DISLOCATEOS8 Festival, Tokyo

En Privat 1, Es Baluard Modern and Contemporary Art Museum, Palma de Majorca

Map Games, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing

Map Games, Museum of Contemporary Art, Birmingham, United Kingdom

Digital Media Show, Sala Naranja, Valencia

Festival of Digital Art, New Delhi

Faith Without Religion, Worship Without the Divine, Noorderlicht Photofestival, Groningen,
Netherlands

Poetic Terrorism, 7th Festival Ediciéon Madrid de Nuevos Creadores, Madrid

Netropolis, Dubai Design Forum, United Arab Emirates

7 wochen — 7 kiinstler, Kunstverein Heidelberg, Germany

Face: The New Photographic Portrait, Forma: International Centre for Photography, Milan

Mascarada, Domus Artium, Museum for Contemporary Art DA, Salamanca

Venezia Immagine, San Servolo, Venice

Cities, Architecture and Society, Venice Biennale's 10th International Architecture Exhibition

photo-trafic, Center Pour I'lmage Contemporaine, Geneva

Urban Dynamics, 9" Havana Biennale, Cuba

Mass Media Manipulation, photomeetings ‘06, Luxemburg

Visibilties, Edith-Russ-Haus for Media Art, Oldenburg, Germany

Art Basel Miami, with bitforms gallery

Parisphoto 06, presentation with Galerie Clairefontaine, Luxemburg

Seoul Photo Show, Gana Art Center, Seoul, Korea

The Junction of East Longitude 116.65 and North Latitude 40.13, Convergence Biennale,
Beijing

bitforms gallery, Seoul

Future Face, Science Museum Taichung, Taiwan

Traces & Oments, Noorderlicht Photography Festival

Photoespania’05, Madrid

The City of Future, Gesellschaft fur Technologische Zusammenarbeit, Frankfurt

About Beauty, House of World Cultures, Berlin

DiVa, New York

The Beauty Of Failure / The Failure Of Beauty, Fundacio Joan Mir6, Barcelona

Future Face, Science Museum London, London

Art From The F.C. Gundlach Collection, Hamburg

Touch and temperature, bitforms gallery, New York

Touch and Temperature, Deborah Colton Gallery, Houston

Grenzgénge, photokina 2004, Cologne, Germany

A Clear Vision, Photography from the F.C. Gundlach Collection, International House of
Photography, Hamburg

bitforms gallery, New York

Designkrokken, Museum Traphold, Kolding, Denmark

What’s Next ?, Danish Design Center (ddc) Copenhagen

Mythos St. Pauli, Museum Fir Kunst Und Gewerbe, Hamburg

Bilder Die Bewegen - Mi3elbecks Geféhrten, Kunstverein Siegburg, Germany

(white) cubes, clo Galerie, Berlin

Digital, Stiftung Starke, Berlin

Verfremdete Fremde, gtz haus, Berlin

Strange Rreality, Galerie Blickensdorf, Berlin

(white) cubes, Galerie Cato Jans, Hamburg

Designmensch, Museum f. Kunst und Gewerbe, forum gestaltung, Hamburg

Video Virtuale Foto Fictionale. Museum Ludwig, KoIn

Erkennen Erkennen, Design Center Nordrhein-Westfalen, Essen

Kodak/bff Digital Imaging Award, pps galerie, Hamburg

Haus der Wirtschaft, Suttgart, Germany

photokina 98, Kodak/ bff, Cologne, Germany

Transformator |-V, Projectspace Oberbaum City, Berlin

Kodak/bff Digital Imaging Award, Kodak House, Essen

Kunst Verfremdet, Kulturhaus dock4, Kassel
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1990
1989

Variationen Zum Anonymen Bild, Galerie Treppenhaus, Berlin
Die Photographische Simulation, Bildo Galerie, Berlin
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